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Press Release: 16 July 2009
Solihull school celebrates success in Chinese
Pupils learning Chinese at Arden School in Solihull are celebrating their success in nationally-recognised language tests. 

15 students studying Mandarin Chinese in Year 11 at the school have just received “Asset Languages” certificates recognising their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the language. 

The Asset Languages certificates have been awarded by OCR, one of the country’s major awarding bodies, following externally-assessed tests in May.

Year 8 pupils learn Mandarin from scratch at Arden School. According to Mr Brady, Director of Languages at Arden, it attracts more boys than girls, possibly as a result of the perceived commercial usefulness of the language. “We have decided to test our pupils in all language skills because we value Chinese as much as our European languages, which are also examined on that basis.”  

The school, a specialist language college, uses Asset Languages alongside GCSEs, to recognise the achievements of its language learners. An increasing number of schools (41% in a national survey) are now using alternative qualifications in KS4 as a motivational tool. 
All pupils at Arden study two languages from Year 7. A high achieving school, two-thirds of pupils take two languages at GCSE. Trips abroad, visits from visiting speakers and involvement with linguists in higher education also help to engage pupils in languages.  
Pupils in Year 10 at Arden are also celebrating success in Asset tests in French and German taken in May, leading to qualifications equivalent to a lower grade GCSE. 
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Notes to editors 

1. For more information about this press release, please contact Sophie White, Press Officer, on 07913 076426 or at sophie.white@ocr.org.uk
2, Asset Languages is a flexible system of assessment for language learners of all ages and abilities, which measures skills against the Languages Ladder scale. It has been developed by OCR and Cambridge ESOL on behalf of the DCSF and provides material for assessing learners in 25 languages. See www.assetlanguages.org.uk.
